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At VCF, we have included social enterprise as a part of our strategic
focus since 1997 and have spent the years developing and implementing various programs. Enterprising non-profits (enp) started as a pilot project at that time, with VCF being one of its founding members. Today, enp is a unique collaborative program that promotes
and supports social enterprise development and growth as a means to
build strong non-profit organizations and healthier communities. We
also recently partnered with the City of Vancouver to further expand our Portfolio Program support of social enterprises.
The summer is usually a time of enjoyment for many as we relax,
take in the sun, and enjoy time with friends and family. This summer, why not take some time to make conscious decisions about your
food choices, eating out, chores and even major projects like home
renovations or building a deck?
Like any for-profit business, social enterprises deliver goods and
services to customers in the marketplace; however, unlike traditional
businesses, their profits are used not just to ensure the financial
viability of the company, but also to address a social challenge. So
when you purchase from a social enterprise you know your money is
not only buying a quality good or service, it’s creating a community
benefit.
Social enterprises can exist in many different areas of business and
have many different objectives. For example, a social enterprise
could be established to generate revenue to fund a community program or service. or the business could be a means to accomplish a social objective, such as providing training and/or job opportunities.
Many of us are already thinking and acting locally, but why not add
the "social" too. If you look carefully, you'll see there are many opportunities to "buy local & social" whether its by visiting your local
Farmers Market, checking out the goods a thrift store that supports
a cause near and dear to you, or by participating in a summer camp
put on by a non-profit organization.
Read pages 2-4 of this newsletter for some local social enterprise
suggestions to get you started! Contact us if you want to learn more
or if you would like to support one of these organizations.
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Eating locally with Social Enterprises:
Potluck Café: www.potluckcatering.org

The mission of Potluck Café Society is to transform lives by
creating jobs and providing healthy food for people living in
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside (DTES). Potluck was founded in 2001 to help end the cycle of
poverty in the Downtown Eastside community and address the needs of its most nutritionally
vulnerable residents through solutions that promote employment and nutrition. Potluck works
to create an inclusive and healthy neighborhood through grassroots community economic development. As a non-profit social enterprise and registered charity, Potluck Café Society operates Potluck Café & Catering to create jobs for neighborhood residents with barriers to
traditional employment and earn revenue to support its community programs.

East of Main Café: www.eastofmaincafe.com

East of Main Cafe proudly supports Project Limelight Society, a
free performing arts program for young people living in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. 100% of the profits from East of
Main are committed to Project Limelight. Project Limelight is a
free performing arts program for young people living in Vancouver’s downtown eastside and offers a safe place to build an artistic community. Participants
learn skills, techniques and forms of expression, including acting, singing, dancing, clowning,
creative writing, voice work, movement and improvisation.

Buying Local Food:
BC Association of Farmers’ Markets—www.bcfarmersmarkets.org
The BCAFM is a not-for-profit association that represents 115 farmers’ markets across the
province and works to support, develop and promote farmers’ markets in all regions of BC. According to their website, Farmers’ markets in BC have continued to grow in number, producing 147% more sales in 2012 than 2006, delivering $170+ million total economic benefits.
More people are shopping at farmers’ markets, and shoppers are spending more money at
farmers’ markets. When the BCAFM first launched as an organization, their role was to support farmers' markets in BC and help them succeed. Over the years, they have grown to recognize that their offering extends far beyond that reach. Farming is a powerful catalyst that
transcends time and returns us to simpler days when we knew where our food came from and
who tended to it. Some of us may be several generations removed from farming, yet there is
something intrinsic in us all that understands what it means to live off the land. Farming is a
part of our heritage. Find a local market and buy fresh, buy local.
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Renovations and Maintenance via Social Enterprises:
Just Renos—www.justrenos.ca
Working with commercial, strata, and residential clients,
JustRenos offers a wide array of services including painting,
complete renovations, general carpentry, drywall, property
maintenance, deck and fence installation - to name a few. Central to the company's services is
the social value of providing work opportunities to people with some kind of mental disability or working barrier. Based on a social enterprise model, since 2008 they have
successfully blended financial and social goals by employing a yearly average of 10 employees
who are facing major hurdles to participation in the workforce.

EMBERS Green Renovations— www.embersvancouver.com
EMBERS (Eastside Movement for Business & Economic Renewal Society) is a community economic development charity that works to combat poverty and assists in the revitalization of
Vancouver through community-based business development. They offer employment services,
green building solutions and small business training with a mission to empower disadvantaged
people to be economically self-sufficient. They run three programs: EMBERS Staffing Solutions, EMBERS Ventures and EMBERS Green Renovations. EMBERS Green Renovations assist
homeowners, strata, real-estate agents, landlords, retail and commercial clients with all their
needs whether it is new construction or remodeling and general maintenance of existing buildings. Their goal is to make any improvement project a success by providing excellent customer
service with reliable, guaranteed workmanship, one job at a time - at very competitive rates,
quickly and with minimum stress to the homeowner.

MP Maintenance—www.mpmaintenance.ca
MP Maintenance is a social enterprise, owned and operated by Mission Possible, a non-profit
organization in Vancouver, offering maintenance services for commercial and residential customers. Mission Possible provides opportunities
for people challenged by homelessness and poverty. By providing meaningful work through the creation of jobs, these individuals experience
dignity and purpose that ultimately leads them to lasting change.

THE CATALYST

4

Environmentally Friendly Choices through Social Enterprises:
Keeners Car Wash— www.keenerscarwash.ca
Keeners Car Wash is owned by Family Services of Greater Vancouver and is the first social enterprise in Canada delivering convenient
and consistent car washing services for Corporate Parking Lots and
Car Share Services. Based in Metro Vancouver, they are building
brighter tomorrows for Vancouver’s youth through innovative and environmentally sound business practices. They’ve founded this business with a social purpose: to direct all Keeners Car
Wash net profits to support programs at Directions Youth Services Centre. Directions provides Vancouver’s homeless youth with a single entry point to access the tools, support, and
guidance they so desperately need to go about making healthy, positive changes in their lives.

Green Challenge Waste Management —www.takethegreenchallenge.ca
Green Challenge is a social enterprise based in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. They provide
training and employment opportunities for persons with barriers to employment. Working
closely with their clients they develop waste management and hoarding solutions to meet their
clients’ needs. Not only do they help customers save money and protect
the environment, they also help them contribute to society. Green Challenge is the win-win solution for customers, the environment and the inner city. At Green Challenge they are putting your waste to work
through the creation of job’s in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside.

PEDAL—www.pedalpower.org

PEDAL stands for Pedal Energy Development ALternatives. The purpose of the PEDAL collective is to develop and promote the use of pedal powered technology, as an ecologically sustainable and self-sufficient energy and transportation source for the community as a whole. They
accomplish this through educational programs, hands-on learning facilities and redistribution
of recycled/refurbished bikes. It is an umbrella organization for several bicycle related projects in the Vancouver area and currently the main projects of PEDAL
are Our Community Bikes, the PEDAL Depot and After School Bike
Program. By recycling and refurbishing bicycles, PEDAL takes bikes
out of the waste stream, offers affordable bikes for sale, and encourages cycling as a sustainable, healthy transportation choice.
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Fund News: Welcome to the following new Donor Advised Funds!
JAMST Fibre Arts Fund
Provides annual scholarships and/or bursaries for students attending the Textile Arts
Program at Capilano University.

McKechnie Fund
Provides grants to foster sustainable living and community on Gabriola Island BC, more specifically to support: the development or implementation of ideas and technology that will reduce
the island’s dependence on energy imported from off-island; the maintenance and growth of
organic food production; the acquisition of land for purposes of keeping it as much as possible
in a natural state, and/or; the development of educational institutions of any sort.

New Westminster Homelessness Coalition Society Fund
Was created to develop and implement strategies to end homelessness in New Westminster.

Rios-Truden Legacy Scholarship Fund
Will award scholarships to young adults who have helped to promote or create a positive environment in their community. The youth should have a strong understanding that all people are
equal, and work to eliminate bullying, and hate from their communities.
Visit our website for a complete donor advised fund listing.

The Salcito Family Fund was established in 2010 to support education and learning. In
March 2013, the Salcito Family made a grant to support the West Coast Book Prize Society:
Adopt–a–Library program. The West Coast Book Prize Society is a not-for-profit registered
charity that organizes the BC Book Prizes. Since 1985, the Society has sought to recognize
the artistic achievements of British Columbia's book publishing community. Each year, a selection of finalist authors tour throughout BC. In each community they visit, the authors will read
in at least one elementary school, one high school and one public space, such as a library. The
librarian of each adopted school will select $500 worth of books from the list of finalists that
they think will most enrich their library and appeal to their students. The students will then
be able to read and borrow plenty of fascinating new books, all written by authors who live in
their home province. This program not only encourages youths to read, but in many cases, to
read about their heritage and their country.
The West Coast Book Prize Society was established in 1985 and would greatly appreciate your
support in perpetuating this program and these opportunities, whether by adopting one school
for $500.00 or five schools for $2500.00. For more information, contact Bryan Pike, Executive Director, phone 604-687-2405 or visit them online www.bcbookprizes.ca.
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Surrey Homelessness and Housing Fund 2013
“Everyone Has A Home” Youth Video Competition
The Surrey Housing and Homelessness Society makes a difference in the lives of people who
are homeless or at risk of homelessness in Surrey by raising, managing and distributing funds
to support programs, projects and initiatives. Their dedication to growing the Housing and
Homelessness fund through donations ensures long term funding solutions for the community,
until homelessness in Surrey is eliminated. In July 2013, the Society hosted a video competition whereby they asked youth to engage the question, ”What does ‘everyone has a home’ mean
to you?” with a 30-60 second film. Each winning team was awarded with a $500 prize. Watch
the awarded videos and learn more about what the Society and Fund are doing to alleviate
homelessness in Surrey. www.surreyhomelessnessandhousing.org

VCF Staff and Board of Directors Update
Bryn Sadownik, our Program Manager, Evaluation and Impact returned in February 2013 after
having spent some time at home to welcome her new baby boy Gareth. We were very fortunate
to have Garth Yule take over the Demonstrating Value role in Bryn’s absence where he managed the program with zest and enthusiasm. Heartfelt thanks to Garth as he moves on to his
next stage in his career. While Bryn now misses her little guy at home, we are pleased to have
her laughter and brains back in the office. We are very pleased to welcome to Johanna Li,
who joins us in support of the Social Enterprise Portfolio Program and to Alicia Templeton, a
summer intern to support our real estate focus. Thanks to Jose Fernandez-Garcia for his
support and hard work with the Homelessness Partnering Strategy project and to Joanne
Norris for her dedication to the Women Entrepreneurs Project. Their smiling faces are
missed around the office and we wish them all the best with their next endeavors.
At VCF, we have a dedicated, volunteer Board of Directors who work hard to support the work
we do each and every day. This year, we said farewell to two retiring Board members and wish
to take this opportunity to say thanks to Bob Willmot and Karen Whitfield for their support
and commitment. At the same time, we are proud and honoured to welcome two amazing individuals to our Board table: Shushma Datt and Karin Kirkpatrick-Campbell. Visit our website
to learn more about these individuals and the expertise they bring to our Board of Directors.

VCF staff photo March 2013
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Visit our Donor Pages on the website!
Here is one example of the pages we are creating for our donor advised funds:

Vancity Community Foundation
810 – 815 West Hastings
Vancouver, BC V6C 1B4
604.877.7647
www.vancitycommunityfoundation.ca
-----------------------------------------------------
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CONNECT WITH VCF:
A CLICK AWAY...

Derek Gent
Executive Director

Visit our website www.vancitycommunityfoundation.ca.

Administration

CHIT CHAT...

Cherlyn Itakura
Accountant

Nancy Melo
Manager, Administration

Call us if you prefer to chat 604.877.7647.

TWEET TWEET...
Follow us on Twitter @vancitycommfdn.

Pearl Wu
Office Coordinator

Philanthropic Services
Amrita Gill
Administrator, Philanthropic Services

Read “Our Community Focus” 2012 Annual Report
online or email Jackie for a paper copy.

Calvin Fong
Manager, Philanthropic Services

Jacqueline Dagg (Jackie)
Specialist, Philanthropic Services

VCF Program Staff
Bryn Sadownik
Program Manager, Evaluation and Community Impact

Emily Beam
Manager, Strategic Programs

Johanna Li
Specialist, Strategic Programs

Sandra Yip
Program Coordinator, Surrey Housing
and Homelessness Fund

Vera LeFranc
Manager, Community Projects

Homelessness Partnering
Strategy
Allison Jones, Program Officer
Josu Mozos Aranguren, Program
Officer

Lisa Ross, HPS Team Manager
For an enp staff listing please visit
their website.

Tell Us Your Story...
Now it’s your turn. We would like to hear

from you. What are you working on? What
would you like to learn about? What do you
need funding for? Do you have a special
event coming up? Is there a certain area in
community that you would like to support,
but don’t know where to start? Please send
any story ideas, submissions, questions or
random thoughts to Jackie.
Designed and created by
Jacqueline Dagg, July 2013
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